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For a compassionate human world

Hammadi Lakhdar

Director of Makarim Ambassadors Program

Book coordinator

This book includes lectures presented in the “Makarim Ambassadors”
Program in its first session the 2022 session, organized by the International
Center for Human Values and Cultural Cooperation-London. The program
focused on the ethics of compassion, peace and cooperation.

These lectures were given by thinkers known for their relentless pursuit of
peace, cooperation and compassion:

Prof. Dr. Ali Muhyiddin Al-Qara Daghi is an encyclopedic religious
scholar, born in 1949 AD in the Qara Dagh region in Iraqi Kurdistan. He is
known for his moderation and advocacy of the ethics of compassion, peace
and cooperation, he is a founding member of the International Mercy
Commission. He wrote more than 30 books, the most famous book: “Figh
al-Mizan”.

During the inaugural lecture of the “Makarim Ambassadors” program,
tagged with: “Ethical Challenges of Humanity,” he spoke to the
participants about the most important challenges facing humanity before
presenting the Islamic vision of morality, its importance, and what is
required to be done according to an analysis that invoked Islamic texts
with the “Al-Mizan” approach that he calls for.

Professor Dr. Ahmed Al-Farak, a thinker and researcher, born in 1973, he
obtained a PhD for his thesis on the topic: "Muslims' Relationship with the
West and the Qur'anic Institution of the Human Common".

He works as a professor of philosophy and logic at Abd al-Malik al-Saadi
University in Tetouan, Morocco. He is distinguished for his deep research
and writings in the field of Islamic philosophy and the human common. He
has a number of books, most notably: “The Philosophy of the Human

07



Common: A Study of Methodological and Epistemological Obstacles,” and
the book “The Culture of Non-Violence in Islam.”

During his lecture in the “Makarim Ambassadors” Program, entitled: “On
the Philosophy of common human standards,” the lecturer presented a
definition of what is meant by the human commonality and the bet on
establishing a planetary morality, before referring to the major foundations
of this human commonality and its regulating values, among which he
counted the religious foundations and the moral basis.

Moises Mato, a Spanish writer, artist, and theater director, holds a license
in Christian theology, an associative activist, and the founder of the Non-
Violence Gathering in 2018, and because he is a Spanish citizen, he is
most aware of the absence of values and morals in the West, especially
with regard to the values of mercy, equality, freedom, dignity, and justice,
and his thesis, which is The summary of 15 years of hard work, and
activity, based mainly on the idea that there is no way to change reality
except through education and moral culture, and through a gentle struggle.

During his lecture entitled “The Culture of Non-Violence,” he presented a
definition of the concept based on the experiences of Gandhi, Abdul
Ghaffar Khan, Nelson Mandela and others, and analysed some of the
causes of the spread of violence, before explaining what he called a series
of changes derived from the non-violence experiences that represent a
moral, cultural and political heritage.

We consider that these lectures constitute a basis for expanding the
dialogue on the need for compassion, cooperation and peace. We have
been keen to diversify between religious and philosophical vision and
practical experiences, and we think that they are valuable and integrated
lectures in their indication of the importance of what we call for in terms
of compassion, cooperation and peace.

We hope that this book will be useful and enriching, and contribute, even if
only a little, to the need to establish a “compassionate human world.”
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A summary of the opening lecture:

'Ethical challenges to humanity: peace, mercy, and cooperation
ethics under jurisprudence scale.

Dr. Ali Al-Qara Daghi

Dr. Daghi began his speech by emphasizing the idea that ethics is an issue for the entire world,
and it is rather not a purely Islamic issue. The more science advances in various (medical,
technical, communications, and social) fields, the more ethical issues become complex, risky,
and encompass more negatives. The reason for this, according to the American Psychologist
Robert Sternberg.’ “We were concerned with nurturing minds and not with the development
of moral thinking. As a result, they (people) exploit their intelligence and gifts for their sake
at the expense of the common good.»

He divided the lecture into two major parts: the first part discussed the challenges facing
the world and summarized them in three challenges: atheism, family, and science, and the

second part shed light on the importance of ethics in Islamic law.

The first challenge: Atheism

One of the biggest challenges we face today is atheism -~ a matter which many encourage
destroys ethics’ foundations because they, in general, stem from and are based on religion.
The Messenger of God, peace and blessings of God be upon him, was sent as a mercy to the
worlds (we have sent you ‘O Prophet’ only as a mercy for the whole world) (Al-Anbiya: \+V).
This mercy is meant for the whole world (i.e., for Muslims and non-Muslims, animals, and
inanimate objects), only through these ethics that include all of these aspects as the Islamic
legal provisions charge only those who believe in them, unlike ethics that are inclusive. If
they establish atheism, especially among young people, as they try, the world will go for the

worst.

The second challenge: Family.

Dr. Daghi considered the family as the incubator of ethics, and he warned against CEDAW
agreements that, if implemented in practice, nothing would remain of the family. He also
warned against homosexuality and the elimination of natural differences between the sexes

as the universe is based on marriage (Glory be to Allah, Who created all things in pairs: the

An American psychologist famous for his love, intelligence, and creativity - \

AD Y4¢4 A theories; born in New Jersey on December
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plants of the earth, mankind themselves, and other living things which they do not know.)
(Ya-Sin: ¥11). He also considered the solution to be in complementarity between sexes, not
equality, and that our most essential duties towards the West are to show them what is going

to benefit them in this world and the Hereafter as well.

The third challenge: Education.

Dr. Daghi considered education one of the most critical and significant challenges since
if it leaves the circle of ethics, it will lead to the collapse of the world and its annihilation.
He attributed the worldss climatic fluctuations to the separation of science from ethics and
indicated that the Holy Qur’an set for man the ethical methodology for scientific issues in
the first verse that was revealed, which is: to read the universe and man comprehensively,
yet from two sides. The first side is in the light of ethics and Lordship. God Almighty said:
(Read, [O Prophet], in the name of your Lord who created) (Al-Alaq: V), and the second
side is in the light of human dignity and human rights, (Read! And your Lord is the Most
Generous) (Al-Alag: ¥). In the absence of Lordship, morals, doctrine, and faith, science
tyranny will prevail as we notice nowadays. Besides, without human dignity, the man God
created to populate the universe will be humiliated. So the correct analysis is achieved from
both sides to attain balanced and moderate civilization and prosperity while preserving the

environment, humans, and animals.

Ethics and its importance in Islam

Professor Daghi clarified that the nation’s crisis arose when our previous scholars began
to refer to ethics as Islamic manners, which detracts from it. Ethics are not only Islamic
manners, but Islam, and Islam is ethics. God glory be Him summarized the Islam message
as a mercy for the entire world (We have sent you O ProphetX only as a mercy for the whole
world.) (Al-Anbiya: }-V). He did not say as a mercy for Muslims, but rather mercy for the
worlds, for the universe. When God Almighty described and exalted His Noble Messenger
in this way, may Gods peace and blessings be upon him, he swore (NKn. By the pen and
what everyone writes! By the grace of your Lord, you BO Propheti are not insane. You will
certainly have a never-ending reward. And you are truly Ka manK of outstanding character.)
(Al-Qalam: from Y to ¢). With this emphasis on the outstanding character, There is no verse

like this, even in the Messenger worship; may God bless and grant him peace.

Islam has made the most significant reference in all good ethics to piety, which is the top of
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ethics. It is this piety that protects men and pushes them towards good ethics. Even acts of
worship are prescribed for the sake of piety (O humanity! Worship your Lord, Who created
you and those before you, so that you may become mindful Kof HimK.) (Al-Baqarah: V).
God also referred to bad ethics to injustice (surely committing shirk is the worst iniquity)
(Lugman: \¥). So God did not mention that injustice is polytheism nor is it a part of it, yet
all wrong ethics are linked to injustice; injustice in God’s rights, Human rights, Animals’
rights, and even environment rights. All of them are injustices that do not come out of this
circle. It is the pinnacle of wrong ethics, so the Lord of the worlds linked all problems to this
injustice. Therefore when the oppressor perishes, God Almighty praises God for Himself,
(So the wrongdoers were utterly uprooted. And all praise is for Allah—Lord of all worlds.)
(Al-Anam: £0). God Almighty restricts decay to injustice and not to disbelief, the Almighty
said: (--who would be destroyed other than the wrongdoers?) (Al-Anam: £V), which is a

complete restriction on this issue.

We must control ethics and base them on two principles: piety (positive} and injustice
(negative). The doctor also focused on graciousness with men regardless of being Muslim or
non-Muslim. The Almighty said: (Cooperate with one another in goodness and righteousness,
and do not cooperate in sin and transgression.) (Al-Mga’idah: Y). It is cooperating in
righteousness and goodness, i.e., in charity and piety. Charity is the materialistic aspect, and
piety is the moral one. So if it happens to find anyone who bases his behavior on these two
aspects or at least one of them, we have to cooperate with them regardless of being Muslim
or not. In addition, Muslims should not behave with all Muslims in a certain way and with
non-Muslims in another different way. Multiple personalities do not have room in Islam
and do not have a place in Islamic doctrine. Therefore, a Muslim should cooperate with
everyone on one condition: cooperating in goodness and righteousness, and should not
cooperate with anyone, even a father, a brother, or a Muslim, if in sin and transgression; this

is the Islam method.
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unreluctantly seek to find elements leading to fraternity, agreement, and understanding; 'Lhis
would result in openness to the others’ backgrounds, respect for their particularities, and
aspiration for common values without condescending attitude or attempt to subordination.
This process should occur alongside revisiting the “self” consciousness disfigured mainly by
the traditional, ideological, and philosophical patterns produced by stark misunderstandings
and misinterpretations of the underlying texts and their explanations. It should be noteworthy
that stressing the shared values does not necessarily require denying the foundational
sources but rethinking them through an approach that contains the other, does not exclude

them, recognizes their presence, and does not alienate them.

Humanity today desperately needs insight into unifying components and consideration
for the main shared things between the fundamentals of religion (the religion of divine
revelation and the religion of fitra [natural disposition]) and science, between the ultimate
purposes of civilization and the vital interests. All this calls for an intelligent rethinking of
the philosophy of struggle, confrontation, and reciprocal lack of recognition between rivals.
This hopetul assumption is backed by several ideas and attitudes in modern philosophy of
politics, morality, religion, and law to converge into the common human standards. What
are the overarching foundations of the discourse of human shared values, and what are the

virtues that support the spirit of this discourse?

It is noteworthy that seeking human shared values does not restrict cultural diversity and
does not erase intellectual differences or coerce people to adopt a unilateral perspective of
faith. Instead, it focuses on the converging benefits that appeal to all human beings in faith,
knowledge, and interest. Meaning can rally humanity to “respect human dignity and soul
irrespective of their different religion or race” That is the philosophy of religion as presented
by the divinely revealed texts, which refute any coercion of man into a specific belief or

conduct.

The holy Qur'an is a genuinely human-based ground as it is a book for man, not for a

specific denomination, doctrine, or time, and all people have the right to read it, examine
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it, extract its treasures and interpret it. Also, the significant issues the Qurian reminds of or
draws humanity to take heed of are inclusive and momentous and are of central concern for
man as a man. These issues touch on man’s individual and collective life, the many blessings
on earth, the differences in skin colors, languages, cultures, issues of serenity, good life,
felicity, death, and after death, among other issues; it is inevitable to look into them, listen to

the other, and manage points of convergence and divergence about them.

The Qur’anic base of Muslim standard fundamentals and demands provides a broad
space for communication, acquaintance, and interaction with others. The Quran lays out
the absolute spiritual guidance and the solid moral exhortation for individuals, peoples,
and communities to believe in meaningful virtues and act accordingly: starting from the
common belief in the Unique God, the unique creation, the unique truth, the one life, the
unique earth, the unique blessings and the unique central values that are lasting as long
as human life exists; and aspiring to meet the demands of all common good in terms of
justice, freedom, peace, and fraternity as the rationale behind creation, and the sending of
Books and Messengers is people knowing the ultimate truth and doing good, including the
establishment of fraternal civilization with one spirit even though forms and colors might
differ; a civilization that would be a haven for lost humanity in an age fraught with woes

and calamities.

These ideas are what we want to elaborate on in this article by drawing attention to the
outstanding universal values that all the sensible from the east, the west, the north, and
south seek as we consciously consider in depth the future of humanity menaced today by
the leaders’ conducts and who are mainly preoccupied with more hegemony, supremacy,

and control.
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Summary of the lecture of Mr. Moises Mato

The lecturer focused on the problem of contemporary European reality, and many other
countries, in which violence has spread to include all segments of society and state
institutions, wherein the misuse of power, the enactment of unjust laws, dictatorial rules
and the spread of wars. This created an urgent need to spread the culture of nonviolence
in the twenty-first century. Hence, the lecture was an opportunity to spread the theoretical
and practical experience that has been developed in Spain during the last fifteen years,
emphasizing on its openness to many social groups and religions, and highlighting the
current promotion of Dr. El-Faraks book «Culture of Nonviolence in Islam» in its Arabic
and Spanish editions, as well as the experiences of historical leaders from all continents,
throughout the twentieth century, as they succeeded in using non-violent strategies such
as boycott, public fasting, protest, organized disobedience, and other creative forms. He
also referred to the Indian leader Gandhi and the South African leader Mandela on several

occasions of his lecture.

In terms of details, there was a talk about the advantages of non-violence and the secret of
its success in not humiliating the opponent in order to avoid revenge, as well as zeroing the
death toll and material losses, and sharpening the principles that make a person human.
The lecturer, aware of the many challenges facing nonviolence, identifies on the most
important of these challenges by focusing on the moral backwardness of the world in
comparison with technological progress, which maintains the dominance of the logic of
war, whether verbal or field, in which destructive weapons are used.

When the lecturer enumerates the reasons behind this disparity, he clarifies the most
dangerous of them when he emphasize on the media machine to describe it as a servant of
warlords and traffickers with human suffering, he then called religious people, intellectuals
and others to direct world public opinion to reject wars and all forms of aggression against
human dignity. Then, to education and training programs aiming to enhance competitiveness
and supporting economic and political forces, while avoiding the implementation of
nonviolence principles, in order to guarantee the continuity of the current system that is
passed down through generations without change.

If, according to Mr. Mato, politics is the service of the public good, he sees, throughout

history, experiences of multiple political regimes working to legitimize themselves
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by claiming to search for this service, so he stated that the matter ot the philosophy of
nonviolence is to bring love to the political field, calling on everyone to engaging in it in
order to expel corruption and achieve the public good, in different ways from what is known

by practices that lack the content of love.

Nonviolence, as the lecturer explains, depends more on human foundations, including
awareness of the centrality of the human being, defending his dignity by reviving conscience
and giving priority to the collective over the individual in order to build a society without
privileges. He also adds, among other foundations, is to make public policy focus on the
weak people on earth, as well as establishing the ethics of non-violence in the practice of
activists. He also mentioned the possibility that everyone could participate with a leadership
role in the non-violence contest in order to enhance the ability of society as a whole to play

its political role by promoting its moral conscience.

Before concluding, the lecturer addressed the importance of strategies and plans of
nonviolence that defined the last century. First of all, making the means of social change
more fair and respectful of human dignity, as they should be set before goals, in contrast to
the authoritarian approach where the end justifies the means, including war as the harshest
means of violence. Second of all, to work to renounce the love of victory so that conflicts
are overcome in a positive way, such as bringing the opponent closer, or making the enemy
a collaborator or even a friend. Thus, he clarifies that nonviolence remains a symbol of a
culture that emphasizes on brotherhood as a guarantee of freedom and equality. He also
insisted on strengthening unity at all levels; physical, mental and spiritual, in order to
resist to discrimination and division. Furthermore, he explained that loving the truth and
investigating the truth by nonviolence activists and all the oppressed, are important to a
strategy that avoid the false truths spread by the beneficiaries of social injustice and the
professionals of lies. The lecture concluded by considering the strategy of civil disobedience
as a moral duty, and that in the thought and movement of non-violence, there is an act of
love: A love of the oppressed by liberating them from injustice, and a love of the oppressor,
with hatred of his act, by keeping him away from the act of injustice. The lecturer did not
miss to point out the trap of disobedience directed by the authority, carried out by an
artificial opposition that does not reach the depth of the problem and does not practice a

radical opposition.
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